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I have spent the better part of six months thinking about what I want-

ed to say in my first Wild Side. What words would I use to entice and 

inspire the membership this coming year and into the future? How do 

I motivate the association to be active in this organization that was 

officially chartered in 1983 and now more than ever needs their par-

ticipation? Perhaps the way to start is by introducing myself and then 

lay out my goals for the coming year.  

My name is Todd Wills and I am a Natural Resources Specialist at 

Naval Support Activity Monterey, CA.  

I am originally from the Syracuse area of central New York where I 

received my bachelors in Wildlife Management from The State Uni-

versity of New York College of Environmental Science and Forestry at 

Syracuse (Go Cuse!). I started my support of DoD in 1992 working un-

der the guidance of base biologist Grace Smith as a wildlife tech at 

Naval Air Weapons Station, Point Mugu, CA, where I divided my time 

between Pt. Mugu and the Navy's San Nicolas Island. After a year in 

California I headed east again where I took a position as a wildlife 

tech for the Army at Fort Drum, NY. Under the tutelage of past NMF-

WA president Rich LeClerc I learned what not to do and am happy to 

say that my career has prospered. After a 5 year stint at Drum, I 

needed to flee the winters of northern New York and took a position 

as a chemist at the National Institutes of Health in Bethesda, MD. It 

was here at the NIH that I learned what it meant to deal with hazard-

ous waste on a daily basis. Fearing that after 5 years I was going to 

die from exposure to thousands of chemicals I was able to shift back 

into natural resources. I took a position as a contractor at the Army 

Environmental Command (AEC) located on the Aberdeen Proving 

Grounds in Maryland. At AEC I acquired responsibility in areas to in-

clude Sikes Act/INRMP implementation, wetlands, invasive species,  
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The NMFWA Military Natural Resources Professional Certification Committee 

is pleased to announce that Ms. Anne Ulrey , a Forest Planner at Fort A.P. 

Hill, Virginia has met all the requirements and was designated a certified 

Military Natural Resources Professional in April.  

Congratulations Anne!!!  

The Wild Side contôd. 

and educational outreach, while assisting my esteemed mentors Steve Sekscienski and 

Jay Rubinoff with migratory birds and endangered species. It was also at AEC in 2003 

that I joined NMFWA. During that first year I became chair of the Herpetology Working 

Group and began developing the monthly Herp Newsletter which I continue to produce 

(121 issues so far). With BRAC on the verge at AEC, I moved on to the Army Installation 

Management Command (IMCOM) Headquarters in DC, where I was involved in the 

Training Area Management program, ACUBs program, and land acquisition. After two 

years the Navy reached out to me and asked if I would be interested in working and living 

in the California paradise of Monterey. Three years later I still canõt surf but the birding is 

outstanding.  

I also had the opportunity to teach for 10 years in the Navy CECOS course DoD Natural 

Resources Compliance and have had the opportunity to meet hundreds of DoD natural re-

sources professionals from across the country and discuss issues and problem solve.  

Before finishing this article I wanted to quickly talk about my main goals for the coming 

year. Most important to me is building upon the work started with past president Dave 

McNaughton and make NMFWA a 12 month a year organization. What I mean by this is 

that I believe that over the years we have drifted as an association to a one week a year 

event and we put all our efforts in to that one week. With the current climate for travel 

and training we have seen that most people are unable to attend. NMFWA represents an 

organization that should be working continuously to communicate between membership 

and problem solve internally.  

My second goal for the coming year is increasing membership, and identifying what the 

members want from NMFWA. There is a whole new generation of natural resources prac-

titioners that have not even heard of NMFWA yet could benefit from the support we can 

provide.  
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In Memoriam 

Former NMFWA President and retired biologist at Aberdeen Proving Ground (APG), James 
òDocó Bailey passed away unexpectedly in late May at the age of 63.   

Peter Boice, OSD Conservation Lead, commented òDoc was always quiet spoken, but someone 
from whom I always learned something new starting in the late 80õs till his retirement from APG. 
Itõs a sad day for the DoD Natural Resources Community.ó 

Doc was invaluable to the Army and the DoD natural resources program at the Aberdeen Proving 
Grounds from 1987 to 2011 when he retired. He was a mainstay of NMFWA, serving as President 
2004-2005 and also as Director at Large 1999-2000. 

At APG Docõs main duty was managing the wetlands program and was the primary liaison with 
the USACE, assisting APGõs tenants and Garrison staff with filling out permits and developing 
wetland mitigation projects. In the early days he conducted in -house wetland delineations for var-
ious projects. Doc also brought the Integrated Training Area Management (ITAM) program to 
APG in 1993 and hosted the 3rd ITAM conference.   

òDoc used to tell the story that his first official project on APG was to get rid of the moles in the 9-
hole golf course in the officerõs housing area. He did some research (without the benefit of 
Google!) and found a recommendation to stuff unwrapped sticks of Juicy Fruit gum into the mole 
holes. He never knew if it worked or not, but there were no more complaints about moles.  

òDoc had a great mind and an incredible sense of humor. He was never very talkative about him-

selfó noted Junior Kerns, Environmental Chief, White Sands Missile Range, òbut when he talked 

about natural resources management on military installations he spoke with a passion.ó 
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In Memoriam of Doc Bailey, contĴd 
Anyone who did field work with Doc quickly learned not to follow him when walking off -road. 

For Doc, the quickest way to get to his destination was a straight line. Heõd plow through any ob-

stacle in his path including multiflora rose, greenbrier, and Phragmites.  

Doc never wore any sort of specialized gear when he was doing field work. His footwear of choice 

was a pair of canvas slip-on shoes. òIõve seen him wade neck deep through wetlands dressed in his 

regular office clothes and those canvas shoesó commented Deidre Deroia, Natural Resources Spe-

cialist, APG. 

Docõs legacy includes founding the wetlands program and the ITAM program on APG. While 

ITAM is no longer implemented because of a command-level decision to remove the program from 

all testing installations, the wetlands program is flourishing and the professional relationship he 

cultivated with Maryland Department of the Environment (MDE) regulators continues. Doc was 

also a passionate spokesperson for the environment and a great informal educator. Everyone who 

worked on projects with him came away with a better understanding of the effects of our activities 

on the Chesapeake Bay ecosystem. 

Doc received numerous awards for his work on APG and outreach activities in the local communi-

ty, but he never spoke of them or displayed the awards. He kept them in a desk drawer in his of-

fice. He was truly humble about his accomplishments.   

Early Years 

Doc grew up mostly in Kearney, Nebraska. His family moved around a bit; at one point during his 

childhood they lived in Oregon (he remembered playing on logs that were being floated downriv-

er), and he briefly lived in a sod house.  

Doc earned his Bachelorõs degree from Kearney State College (now University of Nebraska 

Kearney) in the mid 70õs and shortly after joined the Peace Corps where he traveled to Swazi-

land. He was involved with health services for rural populations and his duties included checking 

children for intestinal parasites and picking through a lot of stool samples.  

Upon his return he enrolled at the University of Massachusetts Lowell where he received his 

masters in biological science in 1980. His masterõs thesis was òStudies on the susceptibility of 

various populations of Bulinus truncatus  from Egypt to infection with an Egyptian strain of 

Schistosoma haematobium .ó 

Doc received his doctorate in Biology & Biomedical Sciences from the University of Michigan in 1985 

with a dissertation on ñChanges in competitive interactions between Bulinus (Physopsis) globosus (Morelet) 

and Bulinus tropicus (Krauss) due to exposure to Schistosoma haematobium miracidia. ñ 

Docõs Post-doctoral work was at the Uniformed Services University of the Health Sciences which 

he always referred to as òUSELESSó. 

Volunteering   

Important to Doc was volunteering his time with various environmental organizations. òHe loved 

spending time with people and showing them both the beauty and intricacies of natureó said Ms. 

Deroia. 

Continued on next page 
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In Memoriam of Doc Bailey, contĴd 
Doc sat on the board of the Harford Glen Foundation for more than 20 years and served in all gov-

erning positions of the board. He had just been elected vice president (again). Doc was also a volun-

teer with the upper Western Shore Tributary Team, whose mission is to advocate for policy solu-

tions, to promote stewardship through education, and to coordinate activities and projects necessary 

to protect and restore the Chesapeake Bayõs water quality. 

Doc volunteered with the Harford County Public School system as subject matter expert to assist 

teachers with developing new lessons. He also served as a capstone project mentor to students from 

the Aberdeen Science and Mathematics Academy, a local magnet school. This involved helping the 

students develop a research project, guiding them through data collection and analysis, and assist-

ing with the preparation of a final project poster.  

In 2003 Doc and then Assistant Supervisor of Science for Harford County Public Schools formed 

Harford Environmentality, an environmental networking group made up of people from local, state, 

and federal government, the school system, nature centers and museums. Harford Environmentality 

became a model for other environmental networking groups in Maryland.  

Doc served on the Harford County Earth Day planning committee from 2005 -2010 and also volun-

teered at the county Earth Day event from 2005-2014, doing everything from helping with set -up 

and tear down to handing out prize tickets.  

After retirement, Doc became active in the Maryland Envirothon, an extracurricular activity that 

gives high school students the opportunity to learn about wildlife biology, forestry, aquatic science, 

soil science and a current issue (also known as the 5th topic). Doc was the 5th topic teacher for three 

Envirothon seasons. He covered Low Impact Development, Rangeland Management in Montana, 

and Sustainable Agriculture. Not having a background in rangeland management or agriculture, he 

dove into learning as much as he could about the subjects so he could teach the students. In 2013 

Doc accompanied the Harford County winning Envirothon 

team to the Maryland state competition, which they won, 

and then to the international competition in Bozeman, 

Montana. 

Upon his retirement from APG in 2011 Doc had planned to 

take his journals from his Peace Corps days and turn them 

into a book.  

Doc is survived by his son, Steve Bailey, and Steve's fian-

cée, Rose Kucharczyk of Abingdon, MD. Doc lost his wife, 

Nancy, to lymphoma in 1995. 

In the immortal words of Doc Bailey, "I would rather have 

a party full of people telling stories than a room full of peo-

ple crying over me". Friends and colleagues gathered to-

gether 19 June in Abingdon, MD, to lift a glass and cele-

brate his life through story telling. Just the way Doc would 

have wanted it.  
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US Fish and Wildlife Service Honors Idaho Army National Guard's  
Orchard Combat Training Center for Collaborative Conservation  

 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service presented the national Military Conservation Partner Award to the 

Idaho Army National Guardôs Orchard Combat Training Center on May 24. 

The award, established by the Service in 2005, recognizes military installations that demonstrate excel-

lence in conservation, and a commitment to working with partners to achieve stewardship of fish, wild-

life, plants and their habitats. Only one installation of the hundreds in the United States receives the 

Fish and Wildlife Service award each year, including all branches of active and reserve installations. 

The Army National Guard has actively worked to conserve Idahoôs native sagebrush-steppe habitat 

through research, funding, proactive fire management and other conservation efforts at the training site, 

while still fully implementing its military mission. The Orchard Combat Training Center contains high-

quality sagebrush-steppe habitat that supports one of the largest known populations of the rare slickspot 

peppergrass, a plant found only in Idahoôs Snake River Plain, and proposed for protection under the En-

dangered Species Act. Since 1991, Idaho Army National Guard has been a leader in the conservation 

of slickspot peppergrass, working with state, federal, Tribal and other partners. 

ñThe Idaho National Guardôs Orchard Combat Training Center has the distinction of being the very first 

National Guard or reserve installation to receive this recognition for conservation excellence. This is a 

significant achievement for the State of Idaho and the Idaho Army National Guard,ò said Michael Carrier, 

the Serviceôs Idaho State Supervisor. ñThe Idaho Army National Guardôs best management practices 

have influenced conservation success beyond Orchard Combat Training Center ôs boundaries across 

Idahoôs landscape. This recognition is well-earned.ò 

Since the 1990s, the Idaho Army National Guard has implemented rapid response fire suppression ac-

tion; emphasized the conservation and restoration of native plants; and worked with partners to increase 

knowledge about native plants and slick-

spot peppergrass. The Orchard Combat 

Training Center ôs 1998 Integrated Natu-

ral Resource Management Plan and 

subsequent 2004 and 2013 updates 

emphasize the conservation, restora-

tion, and enhancement of native sage-

brush-steppe habitat and the species 

that depend on it. 

ñWeôre proud to accept this honor to-

day,ò said Major General Gary L. Sayler, 

Idaho Adjutant General. ñItôs an ac-

knowledgment of the balance we work 

each day to achieve, using state and 

federal lands, to train our troops for 

combat while at the same time protect-

ing natural and cultural resources.ò 
Photo by USFWS  
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Military Natural Resource Conservation Research: Fish & Wildlife 

Dr. Eric R. Britzke 

Research Wildlife Biologist, Engineer Research 
Development Center 

¶ Developed an automated program 
for bat echolocation on call data 
analysis 

¶ Analysis time cut by 90% 

¶ Research yielded the most cost and 
time efficient method for conducting 
bat surveys on DoD lands 

NMFWA 2013 -2014 Award Winners  

Military Natural Resource Conservation Research:  

Dr. Eric R. Britzke  

John Fitch  

Natural Resource Conservation Management, Model Programs /  
Projects:  

Fort Drum Fish and Wildlife Management Program  
John Robert Burger  

Dr. Cory Campora  

Natural Resource Conservation Communication, Conservation  
Partnerships:  

6 Civil Engineer Squadron Environmental Flight, MacDill Air Force Base 
and Southwest Florida Water Management District ð Surface Water Im-
provement and Management Section  

ZooAmerica North American Wildlife Park  

NMFWA Lifetime Achievement:  

Jim Duncan  
Steve Niethamer  
Dr. Diane Drigot  
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Natural Resource Conservation Management: Model 
Programs and Projects 

Fort Drum Fish and Wildlife Management Program 

¶ Developed innovative methods for hunting pro-
grams allowing for disabled hunter access 

¶ Developed improved bat survey protocols 

¶ Collected and shared invaluable white-nosed syn-
drome data with DoD, other agencies and scientific 
community 

¶ Established Bat Conservation Area minimizing 
land use restrictions while staying in ESA compli-
ance 

¶ Created model DoD INRMP 

¶ Intensive management of 249 species of migratory 
birds and habitat on Fort Drum 

NMFWA Award Winners, contõd 

Military Natural Resource Conservation Research: Ecosystem / 
Cross-species Interactions 

John Fitch, Naval Weapons Station 
(NWS) Seal Beach 20-year Volunteer 

¶ Founded a program to reduce predation 
on nesting population of federally endan-
gered California Least Terns 

¶ Monitored nocturnal animal trends 

¶ Performed monthly avian surveys in tidal 
wetlands 

¶ Conducted conservation outreach to 
highlight NWS Seal Beach biodiversity 

Continued on next page 

Naval Weapons Station Seal Beach CO, Captain Tripp 
Hardy presents John Fitch the NMFWA award 
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NMFWA Award Winners, contõd 

Natural Resource Conservation Management: Model 
Programs and Projects 

Dr. Cory Campora, NAVFAC Hawaii Natural Resources Manager 
ïJoint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam, Hawaii (JBPHH) 

ïPacific Missile Range Facility (PMRF) 

Challenges: 

Ý T&E species: 37 (JBPHH); 12 (PMRF) 
Ý Critical habitat designation for multiple plant and bird spe-
cies 

Ý Invasive species management for feral goats and pigs, 
mangrove, long thorn kiawe, predatory snails, etc. 

¶ Updated JBPHH INRMP to preclude critical habitat desig-
nation just prior to USFWS publishing final rule for multiple 
species. 

¶ Executed JBPHH INRMP with limited resources by part-
nering and leveraging manpower and expertise both inter-
nally and externally to the Navy. 

¶ Implemented community outreach and education  

Natural Resource Conservation Management: Model 
Programs and Projects 

John Robert Burger, Pacific Missile 
Range Facility, Kauai, Hawaii 

¶ Innovative solution to relocate Laysan Albatross eggs to 
reduce BASH risk and support military mission 

¶ Partnership with USFWS, USDA APHIS Wildlife Ser-
vices and Kilauea Point National Wildlife Refuge 

¶ Implemented light modifications (LED and green lights) 
to minimize endangered nocturnal seabird fall-out result-
ing in a 80% reduction 

¶ Implemented effective energy saving strategies 

Continued on next page 




